Martin Teetor, inventor of ап adding machine, 
and the Teetor Adding Machine Company he headed. 


Some time ago I searched for information about adding machines, and other 
office appliances. I found ads and articles about a Teetor adding machine, 
that I had never read or heard about. This lead to a search for the history 
ої the Teetor Adding Machine Company, and of Martin Teetor, the man behind it. 


Martin Teetor was born November 11 1862. He married Minnie J. Randolph 
April З 1588. They had a daughter, Evelyn. 


Martin Teetor was a watchmaker with the Marquard wholesale jewelry house. 
Repairing adding machines he became interested in their construction. He designed 
and built the Teetor adding and subtracting machine. The Теесог Adding Machine 
Company was formed December 18 1916. 


Martin Teetor died of paralysis December 24 1920. 


Сп December Z4 1921 a fire destroyed the building where the Teetor Adding Machine 
Company was located, causing around half a million dollar in damages. 

In 1922 the Teetor Adding Machine had moved to Los Angeles, and built a factory in 
Pomona. By March 1923 the building had been completed, and production started around 
August 1923. According to an article from February 5 1924, they were looking for 
another location. What happened after that, I was unable to find, but they had 
become inoperative and void by March 17 1926. 


I also found Martin Teetor tied to the start ої the Butler Machinery Company in 
Des Moines, but I do not know if it is the same man. 


Last update March 30 2021 - Bos] 
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КЕГИН LAS її ТТТ? 


| TO ENTER TEETOR | 
ADDING MACHINE CO. 








RN Taylor of 1547 124Й-5і, 
for the past three ana a hal yeara, 
lwaniger of the classified adver- 
¿sins depariment, severs his con- 
| aceton wih She, seva Saturday 


ito become Affiliated with the 
Tector Adding Machine company 
ив айкан tg Frank Cummins, 
general manager. 

Tavlor has wade many friends 
fn Des Moines зіпчє coming here 
fram Cincinnall, and has alded їп 
bullding up The News’ classified 
déparigient ido lis present "ЕП 
standard. He has beca іп news. 
paper work гог lo were. 

"Walle 1 regret {0 leave The 
News said Taylar Friday, “І feel 
thal me position with the Teetor: 
Adding Machiue company offers n 
wonderiul future toy uve. lin a lew 
rears І am confident (1 will bo one 
of (Le greatest ennreras of iis kind 
in the couulry, and will do Much 
ta banzi (he ropularion of Des 
Moines аз а EA center,” 
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TEETOR ADDING MACHINE 
ENTERS NEW HOME AUGUST 1 


The Manufacture of Teetor Adding Machines Will Be- 
gin on a Commercial Scale When the Company 
Enters Its New Building on August 1, in Des 
Moines, Ia.—The Company Makes Adding, Sub- 
tracting and Listing Machines, Etc.—Factory Is 
Equipped for the Entire Process of Manufacture. 








ANUFACTURE ої Teetor adding machines on а 

large commercial scale will begin Aug. I in the 
company's new factory to be located in the old Dodd & 
Struthers building, 720-722 Sixth avenue, Des Moines, 
Ia., which is being remodeled especially for this purpose. 

The Teetor company has leased the first four floors of 
the building from the Western Life Insurance Company 
for five years with renewal privilege. The insurance com- 
pany itself will occupy the fifth floor. 

The Building to Be Ready August 1 

Alterations of the building, including an ornamental 
terra cotta front, the installation of new elevators and 
other interior changes are to be completed and the build- 
ing ready for its new tenants by Aug. 1. 

The new factory will give the company 20,000 feet ot 
floor space and will permit the installation of $25,000 
worth of new machinery purchased in Chicago last week 
by Frank S. Cummins, general manager of the company, 
- and the installation of an equal amount now in use in the 
temporary factory. 

| Raw Materials Purchased 

During his visit in Chicago Mr. Cummins also pur- 
chased the materials for the first 1,000 adding machines 
to be manufactured. A large part of the materials, sheet 
and piston steel, rods, bars, motors and stands has al- 
ready been delivered. 

About 200 machines are now in the process of manu- 
facture at the old factory and twenty men are employed 
in this work, with three others in the engineering depart- 
ment. After Aug. 1 the company will have between sev- 
enty-five and one hundred employed in turning out at 
least five machines a day. At the present time the output 
is six or eight machines a: month. The first machines to 
be made will be the seven and eight column adding, sub- 
tracting and listing machines of the commercial model. 
Within six months, according to Mr. Cummins, the com- 
pany will have upon the market the statement and post- 
ing machines in addition to the others. 


Factory to Be Thoroughly Equipped 

The factory will be equipped for the entire process 
of manufacture and for this will install its own nickel- 
ing, enameling and steel welding apparatus. 

The offices and salesrooms of the company will be lo- 
cated in the new building and the sales organization will 
be built up carefully at once in order that agencies in all 
parts of the country may be ready for business by the 
time that deliveries can be made. The plans of the com- 
pany are to make it modern in every particular. 
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Philadelphia’ s Candidate for the National ne 


HE great trait in the character of “Billy” Brooks 15 

his friendliness. All those who come in contact 

with his pleasing personality feel this immediately. His 

hand is extended in comradeship to all, and like Kip- 

lings description, he is a man with the “common 
touc 

William Henry Brooks is vice-president of the Wil- 


liam F. Murphy Sons 
| Company, blank book 
makers, printers and 


| manufacturing stationers 
| of Philadelphia, and such 
is his recognized ability 
and resourcefulness in 
business circles, that his 
co-operation has been 
sought along many other 
lines, and he now has 
voice in the conduct of 
various important  cor- 
porate interests, all of 
. which have directly ben- 
fited by the stimulus of 
his co-operation and his sound judgment, which 
recognizes possibilities in the world of trade and adopts 
practical methods to the attainment of success. 

In October, 1885, he entered business life in connec- 
tion with William F. Murphy Sons Company. Upon its 
incorporation in 1891 Mr. Brooks was chosen secretary 
and in 1894 was elected to the office of vice-president, 
since which time the active management of the business 
has devolved largely upon him. 

During his term of five years as president of the Phila- 
delphia Stationers’ Association, great strides іп member- 
ship, general activity, and benefits were made, and the 
heartiest co-operation was extended to the National As- 
sociation. Upon his retirement from office of president, 
he left the Philadelphia Stationers’ Association in a more 
flourishing condition than it ever had been in the past. 
He is today chairman of the executive committee, and 
his interest in everything pertaining to the association 
is as great as ever. He has been keenly interested in the 
National Association; has been a director, and has at- 
tended many of the annual conventions. 

As the presiding chairman or toastmaster of any oc- 
casion, Mr. Brooks takes charge with an almost inherited 
instinct of ease and skill. Tactful, courteous, easy in 





WILLIAM Henry Brooks 


mannerism and bearing, he immediately places his hearers 


in a receptive and pleasant mood, and guides the trend 
of thought successfully throughout the entire evening. 

His winsome personality has won him a. host of 
friends throughout the country. Billy, as he is popularly 
known, is a good mixer. 

You simply cannot feel blue when you hear his laugh. 
There is a something infectious in its sincerity and hearty 
ring. The Philadelphia trade is behind Mr. Brooks, for 
he is a man whose record shows him to be worthy of 


the presidency of the National Association. 
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The W. N. Long Со. is a new concern at Omaha, Neb., 
which will handle all makes of typewriters and the new 
Teetor adding machine. 
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Kent to Manage Teetor Sales. 

On February 1, John E. Kent, for twenty-three years а 
salesman and recently assistant general sales manager of 
the Parrett Adding Machine Company of Philadelphia. 
removed to Des Moines, Га. where he has become the 
sales manager of the Teetor Adding Machine Company. 
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Important Adding Machine Enterprise 
Brief Story of One of Iowa's Newer Industrial Organiza- 
tions. 

The number of manufacturing concerns 15 gradually 
increasing in the Middle West. This is true of the office 
equipment industry as well as of others. Опе of the 
younger concerns in this field had its inception thirteen 
years ago when Martin Teetor, ап lowa man with a 
genius for applied mechanics, commenced work on a fig- 
uring machine to work forward or backward, adding in 
one process and taking away or 
subtracting їп the reverse process. 

It is said that the first adding 
and listing machine ever brought 
to Des Moines was purchased by 
the Iowa National Bank. There 
were no service men in the city at 
the time, and when the machine 
broke down they called on Mr. 
Teetor, who was an expert watch- 
maker with the Marquardt whole- 
sale jewelry house. He repaired 
the machine and immediately be- 
came interested in adding machine 
construction. For some time after 
this event he acted as a district 
service man, taking care of all the 
adding machines in the vicinity. 
From this experience arose the 
idea that the general design of 
such machines could be simplified 
and that a subtracting device was 
necessary to enable the machine 
to handle both debits and credits. 
During the next ten years, with 
the aid of some lowa capitalists, 
Mr. Teetor designed and built the 
Teetor adding and subtracting ma- 
chine. 

On December 18, 1916, the Tee- 
tor Adding Machine Company was 
formed and in January, 1917, Frank 
5. Cummins was elected vice pres- 
ident and general manager. The company is now capital- 
ized at $3,000,000, the plant is well located, covers about 
20,000 feet of floor space and employs 130 people. 

In principle the machine manufactured today is iden- 
tical to that of the early model designed by Mr. Teetor. 
It has been improved and the machine changed in size 
from a seven column to a nine column. It has never 
been either necessary or desirable to make any radical 
changes in the principle of the machine. 

Mr. Cummins was formerly vice president of the Harrv 
H. Polk Company. This company is a large operator in 
the real estate field, especially in apartment houses and 
subdivisions. Previous to that he was traffic manager of 
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FRANK 8. CUMMINGS, 


Vice President and General Manager, General 





MARTIN TEETOR, PRESIDENT, 
Teetor Adding Machine Company. 











а 


hy 


R. М. WINGER, 
Sales Manager. 


May, 1412. 


the Interurban Railway of Des Moines and chief engineer 
of the Des Moines City Railway. 

k. M. Winger, general sales manager, was for seven 
years with the National Cash Register Company as trav- 
eling auditor, sales agent and office manager. Не spent 
approximately one year as salesman in the bookkeening 
inachine department of the Underwood company and nine 
years as salesman and division sales manager ої the 
American Multigraph Sales Company of Cleveland, Ohio. 

Miles Н. Mann, the factory superintendent, has en- 
joyed a long and successful experience in the production 
of mechanical specialties on a 
quality basis. 


Boosting Chicago Furniture 
Market. 

The Chicago Furniture Market 
Association has been organized to 
promote Chicago as a furniture 
market. An ofhce has been opened 
in the Monadnock block, in charge 
of Irving L. Brown. The Chicago 
furniture market is being promoted 
by display advertising space, and 
by a mail campaign, which work 
is calculated to increase the at- 
tendance at the June and January 
furniture exhibitions. The Chi- 
cago Association of Commerce 15 
aiding in the campaign. It 15 be- 
heved that the plan will bring 10,- 
000 dealers to the Chicago market 
each season, instead of the 2,500 
which have been coming without 
any concerted action. 


Ex- Soldier Takes Connecticut 
Post. 


John A. Piisanen has recently 
been appointed district manager 
for the American Kardex Com- 

pany with branch office located at 
647 Main street, Hartford, Connecticut. 

Mr. Piispanen was on the Kardex sales forces in Bos- 
ton, but upon being discharged from the army was sent 
to Connecticut to handle the “nutmeg” trade. 


Opens Office for Export. 


The Kee-Lox Company, manufacturers of typewriter 
ribbons and carbon papers of Rochester, N. Y., has 
opened an office for export trade at 61 Broadway, New 
York. Geo. Steele is in charge and will handle all the 
foreign business. 
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MILES H. MANN, 
Factory Superintendemt. 
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Adding Machine Account for 
Ayer Agency 


The advertising account of the Teetor 
Adding Machine Company, Des Moines, 
Ia., has been put in the hands of: М. МУ. 
Ayer & Son, Philadelphia, Ра. 
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Ayer Has Adding Machine Account 


М. W. Ayer «€ Son, Philadelphia, Pa., 
has obtained the account of the Teetor 
Adding Machine Company, Des Moines, 
Iowa. 
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TEETOR ADDING MACHINE СО 
Chas A Rawson Pres, Chas E Lynde 
Sec and Treas, Manufacturers of 
Adding and Subtracting and Book- 
keeping Machines, 720 Gth av, Tel 
Walnut 4448 

Testor Minnie (wid Martin? res 1410 
Penn зу 
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ADDING MACHINES— 
Teetor Addirg Machine Co., 720 6th Ave, ......Des Moines 


МЕХТ ІТЕМ 


1921 - Proceedings - Des Moines р 308 - 2 - Teetor..png 


to draw warrant in for of the | 
in the sum of $435.00, in пай | Em 
rant to be drawn on the Consolidated d Fund Ed ОШ the поті 
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Health Miscellaneous mamm: a 13 5,000 
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in addition to tne above mentioned 
companies Des Moines includes in her 
industries such establishments as, 
Eagle Iron Works, Caldbeck Tool Co., 
Teetor Adding Machine Co., Globe Ma- 
chine and Supply Co., Iowa Pure Iron 
Со. Des Moines Brick and Tile Co., 
Hawkeye Portland Cement Co., and a 
list of sheet metal works, wood work- 
ing plants, chemical plants, and mak- 
ers of farm implements and supplies. 
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CASH REGISTER EXCHANGE, Los Angeles, California, С. Р. 
Мес in charge.— Exhibit consisted of Teetor adding. subtracting and 
listing machine, Victor adding machine, St. Louis cash registers, 
line of rebuilt National cash reglaters and а display of the con- 
struction of the Teetor adding machine, which received much 
attention. 
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Half Million Dollar 
Christmas Eve Fire 


DES MOIN ES, lo lowa., Dec, #4 
(Hy The Анага] Press І A 
Christmas eve fire caused damage 
estimated at more than half a mile 
Hon dollars here tonight, resulting 
in the complete Гора of the contents 
of the Bankers Lean & Investment 
гата ратни Avyve-store bullding a 
EBixth and Center a rete, 





The prstsst dos: Was suffered 
by the Тесісг Adding Machine 
company, whieh occupies the thirel 
and Tourth Moors of the building, 
С. W. Натиг, president of the 
Holding machine company, sold ihai 
It appeared ts him thot the logs 
salfered by Ма firm would exceed 
REC аба 

The Western Life [nseuranre 
Company, which oreupied the top 
Мам OF rhe mnpulbh'ing, suffered the 
loss of *uüulunhle rerorda Fer a 
бите the fire threatened the Bristol 
apartment Fetes ane! the Chamber 
lal: Medicine Company. Thot li 
bulldines suifeTod small Iesses 

The origin of the fire, which 
“lail сы; the thisd floor, is un- 
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the Teetor Adding Machine company, 
floors of the building. С. У. RAw- 
gon, president ma- 
chine € pany, | | | ap Ча 
to him that the "p ers | 
The Western Life Insurance com 
pany, which occupied the top floor of 
the building. suffered the loss of 
valuable records, For a time the fire 
threatened the Bristol apartment 
| house and the Chamberia!n Medicine 
company. Both buildings suffered 
small losses. i o | 
The origin of the fire, which start- 
ed on the third floor, 1s unknown. 
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Des Moines business Dis- 
|. trict Threatened by 
каш: Blaze 


(By еа Press qe Wire) 
DES MOINES, lowa, Dec, 24—A 


Christmas eve fire caused damage 
estimated at more than $500,000 here 
tonisht, resalting in the complete 


loss of the contents of the Bankers’ 
‘Loan and Investment Company's five 





‘story building at Sixth and Center 
streets. 
The Greatest loss was suffered by 





| Teetor Adding M ne Com- 
раву, which occupied the third and 
fourth floors of the building. C. W. 
Rawson, president of the adding ma- 
chine company, said that it appeared 
to him that the loss suffered by his 
firm would exceed $660,000, 
| The Western Life Insurance Com- 
pany, Which occupied the top floor 
of the building, suffered the loss of 
Valuable records. For a time the 
fire threatened the Bristol apartment 
house and the Chamberlain Medicine 
Company. Both buildings suffered 
small loases. | 
The origin of the fire , which 
started on the third floor, is «un: 
known, | 
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DES MOINES, Iowa Dec. ? 
Associated Ргевя).—А Chris 
fire caused damage estimated at 
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tonight, resulting in the comp! ы 
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| The Western Life [nen ranea Com- 
pany, which occupied the top floor of 
cani liding, suffered the logs of 
valuable records. For a time the fire 
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€ losses. The origin of the fire 
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Teetor Adding Machine Company Has Fire Loss. 

Late last year the Teetor Adding Machine Company, 
Des Moines, Iowa, suffered а disastrous loss by fire in its 
factory. Machinery arts and finished adding machines, 
etc., were valued at $700,000. The property was covered 
by $250, 000 insurance, but the exact loss cannot be deter- 
mined until the insurance adjusters can complete their 
work, The factory occupied the third and fourth floors 
of the building at Sixth and Center streets. The fourth 
floor gave way during the fire, precipitating its contents 
to 088 low er floor. 
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January 17—Garden Candy Co. 606 W. Grand Ave. ............ $ 4,080.00 


January 28—Clay Getchell, 705 Davis Ave. ................... 3,700.00 
March 12—W. М. Carr, 337 Broad St. ................................... 3,100.00 
March 18—J. W. Turner, 1440 McCormack St... 2,922.00 


April 19—Red Cedar Mfg. Co., 100 S-W 2nd St... 3,411.00 
May 1- Н. N. Hansen, 118 W 8th St... — 11,694.00 
May 7—Standard Glass € P., 514 E. Locust St... 2,942.00 





May 10—Iowa Terminal Co., West 2nd € Grand............ 2,816.00 


May 13—Des Moines Edison Co., Ist € Chestnut St............... . 8,193.00 
May 15—J. C. Cummins, 2410 Forest brive............................ 3,880.00 
May 24—Reliable Grocery Co., 317 West Locust............. 2,647.00 
June 22—J. M. Currier, 411 TAA Bldg... cacas 8494.00 
July 8—lowa Childrens Home, 2340 East 9th St 8,280.00 





November 13—Graef Hotel, 214 Walnut St...................... м... 5,490.00 
November 24—J. Р. Condon, 2815 West Grand Ave. ^. 4,000.00 
November 26--Топе Bros., 109 West Court Ave. ........... 6,790.00 











November 30—Swift & Co., 5th & Cherry St. 5,850.00 
December 6—Jce Shinkavitz, 422 East Walnut а 4,758.00 
December 24—Teetor Adding Mach. Co., 720-22 6th Ave... . 401,321.00 
December 30—Davidson Bros. Co., 106 West 3rd Sh... 161.266.00 
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